Free trade pact to enhance ties with Chile

The Viét Nam News
spoke to Chilean
Ambassador
Fernando Urrutia’ on
the occasion of his
country’'s National
Day yesterday.

Chilean Ambassador Femanda Urrutia

i&t Nam and Chile have cel

ebrated 40 years of the establish-
mient of their diplomatic ties this year.
Whal are the biggest achievements
of the two countries-during the pea-
ricd in terms of bilateral relations?

The date ol the 40th anniver-
sary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations hetween Chile
and Viét Nam on March 28 was
widely celebrated in both coun-
tries, with different evenls
organised in both Chile and Viét
Mam, and with the cxchange of
letters of congratulations between
our lcadera.

During these 40 years (1971-
201 1) the frniendship between our
two countries has immensely
strenglhened in almost every pos-
sible aspect; political, economi-
cal, calwral, friendship, culture,
ete. This meludes of course many
high level visits from both sides,
like those paid by then President
of Chile Michelle Bachelet in
2006 and then Presideut of Viét
Nam Nguyen Mish Teiét in 2009,
then General Secrelary of the
Communist Party of Viél Nam
MNéng Enfe Manh, among others
and p lot of members of the par-
liaments, military and other aw-
thorities.

We have a number of bilatcral
agreements on dillerent issues,
and every two vears bilateral po-
litical consultations are held. Both
countries have 1o work together
in different international and mul-
tilateral lorums, includimg the LN,
APEC, the Non Aligned Move-
ment, eic. In all of them we share
and promote together our com-
mon values and principles, Chile
was one of the first countries 1o
suppiort the membership of Viét
Mam to the WTO and is doing the
same now with Trans-Pacilic Part-

nership { TEP).

The commerce and trade be-
tween our countrics have in-
creased dramatically in the last 10
years, and will continue growing
with the boost ol the Bilateral Free
Trade Agreement we will sign on
the sidelines of the APEC Sum-
mil w0 be held in Hawaii in MNo-
vember.,

Therefore, we already have
preat achievements and there are
more W come in the economic,
cultural eo-operation and aca-

demic fields,

Viét Mam and Chile have complated
negoliation for the free trade agree-
ment (FTA) to be signed during the
18th APEC Summit . Which co-op-
eration opportunities do you think
the FTA would bring to the business
af the two countries?

Last year our trade, including
exports and imports on both di-
reclions, reached USS400 million,
with a genecrol growth of 43 per
cenl with respect o 2009, The
bulk of Chilean exports o Viét
MNam are copper, wood and timber,
sealood, [ish and fishmeal, wines
and others. From Viét Nam lo
Chile the main products we im-
port are textiles, garments, shoes,
plastics, coffee, rice, parts of ma-
chines, among others, This year
we will reach and exceed the goal
of $300 million, and I hope that
before I {inish my term as Ambas-
sadar of Chile in Viét Nam we will
surpass the goal of 31 billion.

In my experience, one of the
first poditive cnnsedquencas of any
FT A i a dramalic increase of trade
and commerce between partners,
and just after that the expansion
and growth of investments. [ am
compleiely sure that the FTA ne-
gotiations we jusl completed will

not only suhstantially increase
trade but will also bring fresh air
for our business relationship in
the form of investments and co-
operation in different fields like
energy, innovation, develop-
ment, tourism, education, gender
equity, etc. This FTA has a spe-
cial chapter dedicated o co-op-
eration between the public and
private sectors of the two coun-
ries. There 18 a very wide spec-
trum for co-operation in these m-
porlanl issues,

Chile is one of the world's biggest
wine producers and exporters. How
do you view co-operation possi-
bilities between Viét Nam and Chile
in this field?

It is true that Chilean wines are
very popilar in Viét Nam, because
of the high guality and unbeat-
able value for money ratio. From

L2009 o 2010 the Chilean wine

exports o Vigt Nam increased by
a stagpering 64 per cent, and they
are rising again this year, Chile 15
already the second largest wine
exporter to Viét Nam and we ex-
pect 1o be the [irst in the next few
vears. This is despite some major
administrative difficultics that
importers-have had in recent
months, although [ know that with
the strong commitment showed by
local authorities everything will
be solved soon.

Besides the increase in imports
of Chilean wines, the FTA will
open new opportunities for joint
ventures between Chilean and
Vietnamese entrepreneurs. This
hus dlready happeocd with the
FTA between Chile and China,
where vintners of both countries
are producing wines wgether.

Trade ralations between Yiégt Mam
and Chile remain modest, reaching
more than USS$381 million in 2010,
What should be done more to boost
the bilateral economic thes?

[ am convinced thal our new
FTA will boost the commerce be-
tween Chile and Viét Nam con-
siderably. Of course | cannot pre-
dict exacl numbers.

Something that will facilitate is
the vizits of hnzineszmen from
both countries. It is essential o
improve the knowledge of the
business culiure in a parmer coun-
try and this can only be achieved
by E‘]'{;ﬂﬂing the Pacific Ocean. |
call on the entrepreneurs ol Chile

and Vigl Mam to be more active
in their visils and personnel ex-
changes.

Could you share with our readers
what you find the most interesting
here in Ha Mgi in terms of culture
and lifestyle? What are the special
cultural characteristics of Chile Lhat
vou would llke to tell our readers?

Ha Nii is onc of the most inter-
esting cities I have ever been to
because of its historical and cul-
tral background. The city is full
of interesting and very attractive
monuments and beawtiful places
wy visit. Ay we suy in Clale, *A
thousand ycars do nol goin vain ™
This cannot have a belter mean-
ing in another place than in Ha
MNii. Victnamese arls and crafls are
among the most recognised in the
world. My wile, Pilar, and T are
dedicated collectors of Vietnam
ese paintings and handicrafis. The
streets and people of Ha NG are
extremely beautitul and porfect
for amateur photographers like me
and my wile.

For that reason — and as you may
know — so0 many Chileans are
choosing HA N§i for tourism. The
city is an deal place to honey-
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moon, for retired people ravel-
ling arcund, of course for back-
packers, and in pencral For all
kinds of people from my country.
Chile is almost 40 houwes ef [light
from ¥iét Nam buat even so cvery
day more and merc Chilcans arc
considering Viét Nam as the gale-
way Lo Asia, This is because of the
attraction of the citics, the land-
scapes, the people, and certainly
the Tood which is very delicions
for Chileans. :
Leaving aside our excellent
wines, in Chile we have many
other allraciions w Vietnamese,
consudering that we are a very dil-
ferent counlry. The Viethamese
tourists will find in Chile a vari-
ety of different climates and land-
scapes: deserts in the north, fer-
tile valleys with Mediterranean
weather in the centre; native for-
csts, breathtaking volcanoes and
lakes in the south, as well as the
enchanting Polynesian Easter Is-
land and ils fantastic monuments
in the middle of the Pacilic Ocean.
Food, music and tradimions, hke
the unique Chilean Rodeo, and a
very open and friendly people
make Chile a very nice and inler-
esliong place o visit. — YNS
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